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Copying facilities and paper are generously provided by the Wellcome Trust.

Please send in your photos, questions, and comments to stephanie_lott@hotmail.com
ensuring that any submissions reach us by no later than the 15th each month

Hinxton News is an independent village newsletter, established and run by
volunteers and distributed free of charge to approximately 160 Hinxton households.

Our mission is to inform the residents of Hinxton of local news and issues,
while promoting inclusion and fostering a strong spirit of community.

Disclaimer 
The Editors are not responsible for the opinions expressed by contributors nor do

they accept responsibility for the accuracy of information contained in the
advertisements. Any views expressed by the editors via their own article submissions

are their own and do not express the views or opinions of Hinxton News.

Page 2



Parish Clerk Email:
clerk@hinxton-pc.gov.uk
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Andy Brown
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Sarah Robinson

Chris Elliott

Mike Boagey

 HINXTON PARISH COUNCIL

Useful Contacts
District & County Councillor: Peter McDonald

Tel 07912 669092 
email: peter.mcdonald@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Member of Parliament: Pippa Heylings 
Email: pippa.heylings.mp@parliament.uk 

Website: https://www.pippaheylings.org.uk/
Parliamentary office 
House of Commons 

London 
SW1A 0AA

From January 2025, Parish Council Meetings will be held every month in the
Village Hall, generally on the 2nd Monday of the month. 

Website: https://www.hinxton-pc.gov.uk

Have you ever thought about becoming a parish
councillor? 

We currently have a vacancy

Village Hall Bookings; c/o Kate Riley  
 Email: Hinxtonvillagehall.booking@gmail.com 

Vacancy

Page 3

mailto:mike.boagey@hinxton-pc.gov.uk
mailto:peter.mcdonald@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
mailto:peter.mcdonald@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
mailto:peter.mcdonald@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
mailto:pippa.heylings.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:pippa.heylings.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:pippa.heylings.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:pippa.heylings.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:pippa.heylings.mp@parliament.uk
https://www.pippaheylings.org.uk/
mailto:Hinxtonvillagehall.booking@gmail.com


Greetings to my fellow Hinxtonians.

February is with us and instead of a Valentine-themed front cover, I decided to look for
something different. 

The Anglo-Saxons called February "Solmonath" (mud month) or sometimes "Kale-monath"
(cabbage month), reflecting the practical realities of late winter rather than any particular
mythology. February was generally seen as a harsh, transitional time—the dead of winter
giving way to the first hints of spring.

February in the UK doesn't have a particularly rich mythology compared to some other
months, but there are several folkloric traditions and associations worth noting, as well as St
Valentine’s Day. 

Candlemas (February 2nd) is a  Christian feast day marking the presentation of Jesus at the
Temple which became layered with older folk beliefs. There's a weather prediction tradition
similar to Groundhog Day: if Candlemas is sunny, winter will last longer; if it's cloudy, spring
will come early. The old rhyme goes: "If Candlemas Day be fair and bright, winter will have
another flight; If Candlemas Day be clouds and rain, winter is gone and will not come again."

Imbolc (February 1st) This ancient Celtic festival, celebrating the beginning of spring and
associated with the goddess Brigid, was traditionally observed in Celtic regions including
parts of Britain. Brigid was a goddess of fire, poetry, healing, and smithcraft and it is she who
adorns the front cover this month. 

May your February be filled with fire, poetry and tasty cabbage!

See you around and about. 

All the best 
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CHURCH NEWS
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CONTACTS
Rev Lydia Smith revlydiasmith@gmail.com

Hinkledux Parish Administrator hinkleduxpa@gmail.com
Additional contact details can be found on the website http://www.hinkledux.com/

Portable magic

 
Stephen King has called books a uniquely portable magic. As a child I found that to be
true: reading was a chance to live in another world and I simply consumed books. But
there were many times as an adult when I struggled even to read a few pages. And I can
often find myself easily distracted… If – like me- you read using an app on a phone or
tablet, it doesn’t take much to swap the book for checking emails or indulging in some
pointless games.
 
This year has been adopted in the UK as a national year of reading. A way of
encouraging everyone – young and old – to (re)discover the joy of getting lost in a book.
There seems to be a kind of urgency about this. The latest National Literacy Survey
found that only a third of children aged 8-18 enjoyed reading – a drop of 36% over the
20 years that The National Literacy Trust have been asking people. Amongst adults the
figures are concerning, too: half of all adults in the UK don’t read regularly, and 1 in 6
struggles to read at all, according to research done in 2024 by The Reading Agency.
Moreover, over a third of us are what The Reading Agency calls lapsed readers – we
used to read for fun and now we don’t. And the reasons? Life events, health issues, and
time spent on social media. I can relate to that. I stopped reading for pleasure entirely
when my children were very small. I just couldn’t concentrate. 
 
But as a Christian reading is important to me. I belong to a people of the book – the
Bible is a central text for us. I love the ancient practice of reflective reading… just
focusing on a few paragraphs…reading the words slowly, over and over, more as if they
are poetry than a story or theology. That’s not to say I read nothing else: I still enjoy a
crime novel… even when there isn’t a vicar in the storyline or a murder in the cathedral.
 
If you are a lapsed reader and want to get back what you’ve lost, the advice from the
Reading Agency is follow your heart. Begin with the things you enjoy – music, sport, sci
fi – and take it from there. If you’re into it, read into it.
 
Happy reading
 
Lydia
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Village Notices

What a choir we had for the Carol Singing by the War Memorial on
15th December! Thank you so much to everyone who came along and
to those who popped their envelopes into my letterbox. We collected
£350.86, which was shared equally between the Cambridge Churches
Homeless Project and Arthur Rank Hospice Charity. We are also very
grateful for Derek & Mary's hospitality; a glass of hot mulled wine and
a mince pie - just what we needed. Thank you. 

The church was full on Christmas Eve for the Christingle Service and
the collection raised £282.50 for the Children's Society.

Thank you!

A rather late thank you to everyone who joined in with the Light
Up in December. Many thanks to Father Christmas, his helpers,
and Rudolf. It was fantastic to see so many houses lit up and
witness so many people enjoying the event. £300 was donated
and this has been sent to Arthur Rank Hospice Charity
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Notes from the Parish Council Meeting held Jan 12th 2026
 

Wellcome Trust Campus Development
Hoardings have now been erected and advertisements will be put up soon. The Council
had no objections but would monitor the adverts and ask Wellcome to ensure that they
didn’t become tatty and to remove anything not suitable. Details can be found in the
recent planning application
 Public Access Link: https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-
applications/PLAN/25/05022/ADV

 
Village Hall extension. 
The pre-application has been submitted and a response has been received from James
Tipping at SCDC. This had several advisories and some inaccuracies in it; these will be
addressed and a response sent. As soon as we hear back from them, we will present it
to the village for their thoughts and approval. It may slow things down slightly but it is
hoped that work will begin late spring/early summer.

 
Highways. 
LHI application. Clerk has applied again for a 20mph speed limit throughout the village

 
River/weir report. 
Cambridge Past Present and future now have enough funding to start work on the
bridge, possibly starting in April.

 
Community Liaison Group meeting with Wellcome on the 3rd Dec. 
This was mainly concerned with the Energy Farm which will be built near to the A11;
noise and light levels should be acceptable. This Farm will also act as an educational
site and will invite children from local schools to visit.

 
Hinxton News contribution from Wellcome. 
A meeting was held with Wellcome to discuss the funding of the News Editor. It is
hoped this will continue and we are awaiting their response. As this will also be
distributed to the new residents at the Wellcome site, this will be beneficial to them as
well. It was suggested that maybe the newsletter could be charged for eg Shelford’s
costs 50p, this will be put on the Agenda for discussion at the next meeting.

 
Public participation time
Ivy overgrowing the fence in New Road junction;  Clerk to contact Wellcome again.
Cyclepath to Sawston- surface very slippery with leaves, grids are breaking with holes
appearing, Clerk to contact Highways with photos supplied by Paul Breen.
Potholes still a problem, especially in Shelford. Some repairs in the village starting to
break up.

It was asked why the Village Hall pre-application would be discussed in the closed
section- this was only because the Parish Council needed to look at it first; the outcome
would be shared as soon as possible

 

HINXTON PARISH COUNCIL
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Reverting to full meeting every 2 months, with Planning meeting if required in-between.
This was discussed but thought that at present we should keep to a monthly meeting,
especially with the Village Hall extension plans still not finalised.

 
Storage/ Community shed proposal. 
Mike Boagey has been looking for a building in the area to open up a new Community
Shed, like the one that he goes to in Saffron Walden. Several places have been
suggested but nothing at present; however he has just heard that there may be
something suitable in the village.  This will be followed up. It would not be possible to
put something up at the Village Hall due to planning restrictions. We will have a
container to store tables, chairs etc once building is underway.

 
Six free trees 
It was agreed to order 6 whips, plant in the allotments for now until a suitable location
is found. Clerk to place order.

 
FINANCE

Bank Balances at 5th Jan 2026
Current A/C : £3,605.67 

Business /AC : £ 41,879.18
Village Hall sec 106 /AC: £75,251.49

Total: £120,736.34
 

Dates of next meetings 
Village Hall 7.30pm 
 9th February 2026

 9th March 2026
 
 
 
 

New items
Dog poo/litter bin south end of village? It had been brought to our attention that there
was quite a bit of litter in Ickleton Road, especially near the level crossing. Could we
install a bin for litter or maybe out up our spare dog poo bin? Hugh Taylor to arrange a
meeting with litter pickers to see exactly where the problem lies and if we could put a
bin up. Thanks were given to the team of litter pickers who do such a good job keeping
the village clean
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Duxford Village Do 2026:‘Entente Cordiale?’ 

Would you care to dance? - Or just to enjoy the spectacle of others
trying…with music and a drink or two? If so, you’re in luck!

It’s not exactly ‘Strictly’, but more a modified version of a
traditional village dance/concert/social gathering. Essentially, a
barn-dance with a Franglais flavour – or a village hop with
Camembert. Think ‘Ello ‘Ello meets The Archers…You get the
idea? ;o)

Please put the date in your diary and order your tickets NOW (link
below): Saturday Feb 7th, 7:30pm at Duxford School - the
Duxford village bistro (for one night only!)

So please - come and join us and give it a whirl - literally! 

Dust off your bowlers, flat ‘ats, berets and stripey tee-shirts, posh blouses, stiletto skirts and
fishnets – plus whatever the ladies might like to wear – and help us to make it happen! (Dress
informal -fancy or posh…your choice).

Music will be by BOF!, a hugely talented band comprising accordions, vocals, bagpipes, recorder,
flute, desk-bells and acoustic guitar. If the mood to get up and dance takes you - it will be
irresistible, believe me ;o) - BOF comes with an experienced caller/demonstrator – so no dancing
experience is necessary!

Any profit will go to fund our amazing local music-teaching charity, Duxford Saturday
Workshop, which hosts some 300 instrument learners, singers and ensemble players on Saturday
mornings – and is now in its 51st year!

Tickets are £20 for adults (to include a light ploughman’s-style supper) or £15 for children and
non-meal-eating adults. Junior-age children who have eaten at home before the event (so won’t
require supper) gain free entry without a ticket when accompanying adult attendees. Tickets are
now on sale, from Ticketsource: https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/null/t-njogdpa. 

Do please come and support this community event - and of course, offers of help from potential
staff & hall-decorators are ALWAYS appreciated. 

Thank you! 

Peter Howarth, Duxford Workshop Management Team 
phowarth@ntlworld.com



Hinxton Classifieds
Have you got something you want to sell?

Exchange? Offer? Here is the space to do it!

Check out
 Hinxton’s

Facebook page and
the parish council

website. 
Great ways to keep

up to date with
Hinxton news and

events

Don’t forget folks, every first Friday of the month is
Friendly Friday 

at 
the Red Lion. 

Pop in anytime between 6 and 7.30pm for a chat and a
drink with fellow villagers. 

Happy hour drinks from 6pm to 7pm, courtesy of Alex.
So the next FF is February 6  th 

Just one rule: - rounds are out of bounds, 

Buy your own!

FRIENDLY FRIDAYS
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Greetings to Hinxton Villagers from all at The Red Lion Inn

Happy February from us all at The Red Lion.

Thursday 5 , Friday 6  & Saturday 7  Februaryth th th

Winter Warmer Stews Specials Board
Shane will be laying on an array of winter warmer stews on his Specials Board to

complement his new Winter 2026 menu.

Friday 6  February th

Friendly Friday
Back to first Friday of the month

Village drinks and Happy Hour 6-7pm. Come and join the party 😊

Friday 13 , Saturday 14  Februaryth th

Valentine’s Specials Board
We will be running some treats through the Specials Board for the Valentine’s Weekend.

Lookout on the website and social media.

Friday 20  Februaryth

Mediterranean Tapas Night
We know which dishes are popular – standby for all the favourites (plus a few left field) 

Sunday 15th March
Mothering Sunday

This one gets very busy very quickly, so please do book well ahead if of interest. We will be
offering our usual Sunday spread but right through from 11:45am to 8pm.

Earlier Food Offering @ 5:30pm 
A reminder that we are now serving food from 5:30pm every day (except Sunday: evening

food still 6-8pm).  This continues to be very popular. 

Hinxtonian Special Offers
We continue our village offer of 15% off food to all Hinxtonians anytime. Booking ahead

would be a great help but not mandatory. If not booked then we will do our best but need to
fit around those who have booked. (As standard, this offer cannot be combined with any
other offer available). Please register when booking online or on arrival with your name,

house number and email address.

Do sign up to our Newsletter and/or follow our Instagram redlionhinxton to keep up to date.

Best wishes to all
Alex, Nikol, Shane and the teams

     info@redlionhinxton.co.uk         01799 530 601    www.redlionhinxton.co.uk
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Hinkledux Pub Lunch Club 

12.30 every 2nd Wednesday of the month. 
Even no. months @ the Red Lion, Hinxton

Odd no. months @ the Lion, Ickleton. 
Pre orders to cjjonsmith@hotmail.co.uk by the Sunday before

please. 

Peace, Shalom Aleichem, As-Salaam Alaikum

Jon Smith

mailto:cjjonsmith@hotmail.co.uk


Ickle-Gigs
LIVE at the ICKLETON SOCIAL CLUB

Saturday 7th February 7.30pm.
The Scissors / The Mayfields.

 
A diverse mix of musical styles from the Scissors and the Mayfields, the two bands for the

Feb Ickle-Gig at the Ickleton Social Club.

The Scissors celebrate their 20 year anniversary this year, and so Ickle-Gigs are pleased to
help them celebrate.They describe themselves as:

Psych punk quartet. Warped guitars, DIY keyboards, b-movie style. The songs are originals
and if you listen carefully you can hear hints of Bryan Ferry, Roxy Music, and David Bowie.

The Mayfields play covers of new wave, alternative and mod classics. Plenty of well known
songs plus a few unfamiliar covers to keep us on our toes.

Keep Music Live. Support Grassroots Venues. Support Ickle-Gigs!
For more Ickle-Gig information look up Ickle-gigs on Facebook, 

or message Liz on 07377068736.
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